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In the year of 2024, footy in Canada saw some great overall successes and some significant 
events that shaped the footy landscape for the future. 

 

Overall, the membership numbers into 2024 stayed relatively stable after a great increase in 
2023. Junior participation continued to see thousands of young players introduced to our game, 
and senior numbers across the country remained stagnant while hundreds of players from Nova 
Scotia all the way to British Columbia took part.  

 

Firstly, I would like to thank all of the volunteers at club and league levels for their hard work, 
and who continue to help promote and grow the game locally and at a provincial level, along 
with all of our coaches and umpires who ensure Canadians continue to learn about the game 
and progress their skills and knowledge. 

 

I would also like to congratulate all of our league champions across the country: the Halifax 
Dockers coed team, the Old Montreal Dockers men’s team, Montreal City Blues women’s team, 
the Toronto Rebels in AFL Ontario Men’s, the Ottawa Swans for AFL Ontario Women’s+, the 
Calgary Metro Bears, the Vancouver-Whistler Hawks Men’s team, and the Burnaby Eagles 
women’s team. 

 

Additionally, the Quebec Saints men’s and women’s teams, the Calgary Kookaburras and the 
Calgary Kangaroos all made the trip to USAFL Nationals along with numerous umpires. And 
special shout-out to the Calgary Kangaroos for winning the D-3 Championships! 

 

AFL Canada continued to support our local tournaments across the country, and we encourage 
clubs to try and attend any of them if they have not been able to: 

●​ The Pony Platter in Ottawa on May 11th 
●​ Montreal Women’s Tournament on June 1st 
●​ The Kelowna Cup on June 8th 
●​ The Halifax Cup on August 31st 

 



 

 

AFL Canada additionally was able to participate in Kin Games this year for the fourth time, as 
we were able to expose over 500 university students from 23 different universities across the 
country to Aussie Rules Football this year in Windsor, Ontario. 

 

Finally footy-wise, AFL Canada was extremely proud to be the host of a return of true 
international footy this year by having the inaugural Transatlantic Cup in Toronto, Ontario. From 
August 2nd through to the 11th, we saw six countries participate in the first international 
tournament Canada was able to participate in since the 2017 International Cup; hosting the 
United States, Great Britain, Ireland, France, and seeing Colombia enter their first foray into the 
world of international footy. It was a huge privilege to have this tournament on home soil for the 
first iteration, and with the Asia Cup currently ongoing in Vietnam with 10 countries participating, 
it will be interesting to see how the world of international footy continues to evolve. 

 

Off the football field, AFL Canada was sad to see our longtime Development Manager turned 
Executive Director, Jacob Haeusler leave the organization in September of this year. Jacob has 
been an integral part of AFL Canada for the past five years, and was a massive contributor to 
the uptick in participants coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic. Huss has been the face of AFL 
Canada his entire time with us, and made our operations run smoothly while helping grow the 
game of footy across the nation. While no immediate replacement was sought after for the 
remainder of 2024, this will be a top priority for the upcoming 2025 AFL Canada Board of 
Directors. 

 

Finally, I just want to say a huge thank you to all of our players, coaches, umpires, volunteers, 
and sponsors for this season. This sport has brought, and continues to bring so many people 
together and I am extremely fortunate to have been a part of it the last four years at an AFL 
Canada level, and I wish the incoming board in 2025 the best of fortune, and I am sad I will not 
be able to contribute any longer. 

 

 


