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Footy in Canada continues to grow. 2025 saw new teams, major National tournaments, school
and junior programs, and successful leagues across the country.

Participation

More than 700 senior Men’s and Women'’s players reached the three game mark, while nearly
200 junior players took part in Auskick and after-school programs.

Through the New Club Grant, AFL Canada supported three new teams. The Cornwall Tigers,
based in Prince Edward Island, competed as part of the inaugural AFL Atlantic season and were
officially inducted as an AFL Canada Member Club starting in 2026.

In British Columbia, the Vancouver-Whistler Hawks and the Vancouver Cougars introduced new
Women’s Teams. BC also saw the return of the Vernon Roosters, while in Alberta the Banff
Bisons competed in tournaments again throughout the year.

School and Junior footy continued to be a major focus for AFL Canada. In Calgary, more than
20,000 kids were introduced to footy in schools, with schools booked through to the end of the
year. School and junior programs were also held in Toronto, Montreal, Sydney, and Saint John.

Staff

One of the main priorities for AFL Canada was to hire a new full-time National Development
Manager. The Board formed a Hiring Committee to seek out applicants, review resumes,
conduct interviews, and make a recommendation to the Board. After an extensive process and
more than a dozen quality applications, Greg Bridges was hired and began in the role in March
2025.

Additionally, AFL Canada continued to benefit from the Canada Summer Jobs program, hiring 3
full-time staff members in Montreal, Quebec, Sydney, Nova Scotia, and Saint John, New
Brunswick for 8 week terms. Through the program, AFL Canada was able to access more than
$15,000 worth of funding, and will continue to work with clubs going forward to fully benefit from
this government program.



Tournaments and Events

AFL Canada hosted two major National tournaments this year, the AFL Canada Cup National
Women’s+ Tournament and the AFL Canada Men’s Club Championships.

The AFL Canada Cup was hosted by the Calgary Kookaburras. Despite challenging and
unseasonal weather, the event brought together athletes from British Columbia, Alberta,
Ontario, Quebec, and the Atlantic, and served as an important development pathway for
National team athletes.

The inaugural AFL Canada Men’s Club Championships was held in Toronto, Ontario at Colonel
Samuel Smith Park. More than 200 athletes represented 8 teams from Alberta, Ontario,
Quebec, and the Atlantic, with a Women’s+ match held between AFL Ontario and AFL Quebec.

These national level tournaments provide unique opportunities to play against new teams and to
bring together the footy community from across the country.

In addition, AFL Canada member clubs hosted a number of successful events. AFL Canada
was pleased to support the following events through the Event Hosting Grant.

e Pony Platter - Ottawa, Ontario - May 2025

e The Kelowna Cup - Kelowna, British Columbia - June 2025

e The Montreal Women’s+ Tournament - Montreal, Quebec - July 2025

Other events held by clubs included the Bow Valley 10s in Banff, Alberta, the Stampede Cup in
Calgary, Alberta, and the Halifax Cup in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

National High Performance Program

After the success of the 2024 Transatlantic Cup, both the Northwind and Northern Lights
National Teams took the year to focus on recruitment and development. The Northwind held a
well attended Training Camp in Halifax, Nova Scotia, introducing new players into the program
and setting the stage for more international competitions in 2026.

On the Northern Lights, Head Coach Tricia Rolfe stepped aside after serving in the role since
2020. The AFL Canada Board solicited applications, and after an extensive process, appointed
Dean Hinchliffe to the role for the current international cycle. Dean brings experience coaching
in both Australia and Canada, and AFL Canada looks forward to seeing him build on the
success of the Northern Lights program.



Partners

AFL Canada would like to thank our partners for their ongoing support of footy in Canada. 2025
Partners included Tribal Sport, Payable Apps, Hemingway’s Restaurant & Bar, and EMM
Consulting.

Volunteers

As a volunteer-driven organization, AFL Canada would like to take the opportunity to thank
everyone who makes this great game possible. Particularly, AFL Canada would like to thank
outgoing Board Members Lachlan Griffiths, Charlotte Biot, Steve Weaver Crawford, and Braedy
Walker for their commitment and effort to grow the game of footy in Canada.

AFL Canada looks forward to welcoming new volunteers to the Board of Directors and to the
various subcommittees and roles that are needed to provide even more support to our
members.

Additionally, AFL Canada would like to recognize all the volunteers at the clubs and leagues, the
athletes who dedicate their time to play, the coaches, umpires, and supporters, as well as
everyone who contributed to making the sport better. It's through these efforts that we continue
to develop the game and bring more people into the footy community.

Thank you to everyone for a successful season, and we look forward to growing the game even
further in 2026.



